READ AND TRANSLATE THE TEXT
5 REASONS TO FEAR ROBOTS

Real robot names such as Roomba and Asimo don’t evoke as much fear as the
fictional «Terminator». But consider that Roomba, the automated vacuum cleaner,
iIs manufactured by a Robot, creator also of armed robot warriors for the U.S.
military. And Asimo represents just the first wave of an incoming tsunami of robots
that strive to look and act eerily human.

It goes beyond automated vacuums and mildly entertaining dance-bots. Japan
and Korea plan to deploy humanoid robots to care for the elderly, while the United
States already fields thousands of robot warriors on the modern battlefield.
Meanwhile, plenty of people have enhanced their bodies technologically in ways
that bring them closer to their robotic brethren.

So it’s OK to become a bit of a paranoid android, because many experts say
that the robotic future is rapidly approaching, if not already here. Robots probably
won’t completely take over or annihilate the human race anytime soon, but they may
supplant us by other means.

There are the reasons to count why you need not hide your fear of the metal
ones.
Reason 5
Robots Steal Our Hearts
Robots don’t need to take over by force, if humans have already fallen for
their cute, clumsy antics. Blame the human brain for allowing toddlers and soldiers
alike to feel warm fuzzy feelings for robots. People are hardwired to perceive faces
and get emotional about almost everything, whether it’s a stuffed animal or a car.
However, robots still have to navigate one tricky obstacle of the mind. The
«Uncanny Valley» phenomenon where a robot looks almost human, save for a
bizarre twitch or stutter or glassy-eyed stare which can creep people out. Many
researchers currently try to bypass the issue by simply designing robots to look less
human, and retain that clunky robotic cuteness.
Reason 4
Humans May Prefer Robot Lovers
Experts aren’t wondering if humans will ever make love to robots. They’re
already discussing what happens when that day comes. It may sound snicker-worthy,
but consider that many people have had online relationships that get pretty intimate
through Internet chat rooms and participate in socially intense massively multiplayer
online games for years. A flesh-and-steel robot that feels, looks and sounds like a
human would have even greater appeal, robotics researchers say. And if history
serves as any guide, you don’t need the perfect. Stepford Wife to tempt spouses or



significant others into a little robotic addiction and strain existing human
relationships.
Reason 3
Robots Take Our Jobs
A new robot can detect when someone has an accident and check their vitals
signs, all while dialing 9-1-1 for help
Anything you can do, they can do better. Well, lots of things, anyway. Modern
humans have not gone obsolete just yet, but robots have already found their place as
space explorers that can endure harsh environments off and on Earth. They have also
brought their tireless efficiency to everything from assembly line work to humdrum
gene sequencing in labs, and have appeared in growing numbers on real-life
battlefields. Although the latter can lead to the different problem if robots stage a
rebellion, or even just have a weapons malfunction. For now, robots complement
rather than replace elements of the human workforce and armed forces due to limits
on their intelligence. But they’re evolving quickly, and a few have even begun
tinkering with science themselves.
Reason 2
Robot Insurrection: Kill All Humans
A scenario where machines rise up against their makers presents perhaps the
least appealing convergence of science fiction and real life. That doesn’t mean
preliminary signs of an incipient insurrection don’t exist, though. Thousands of
drones and ground robots have been deployed by many nations, and particularly the
United States in Irag and Afghanistan. An automatic antiaircraft gun killed human
soldiers on its own when it malfunctioned during a South African training exercise.
Military researchers refer to «Terminator» scenarios, and seriously discuss how
armed robots are changing the rules and ways of modern war. If that’s not enough
to make you a bit leery, consider that Great Britain has established a network of
satellites for the purpose of coordinating all those drones and other military assets.
It shares the same name as a certain villainous artificial intelligence that dominates
the «Terminator» movies.
Reason 1
Your Grandkids Will Be Robots
The CB2 robot is learning facial expressions and may eventually learn to talk.
Whether humans and robots fight or make love, the most probable scenario
involves marching toward a convergence point in the future. On one hand, humans
continue to add more technological gizmos and tiny computers to their daily wear.
You can already see many such 21st-century cyborgs playing around with their
iPhones, or staring off into the distance with earbuds piping music into their heads.
Artificial limbs, organs and bionic eyes? Check. Coming from the other direction,
robots have steadily improved in almost every possible way: walking, talking and



learning. Man and machine increasingly look alike, and at some point the difference
may not exist. But on a brighter note, humans won’t worry so much about robots
once they’ve merged with them. See you on the other side.

VOCABULARY

warrior — BouH, 6oer

to strive — crapaThcs, mpuIaraTh
YCUITHS

eerily — cBepXbeCTECTBEHHO
dance-bots — 30. Tanmyromme poOOTH
to deploy — ucnons3oBaTh pecypcsi,
pPa3BEpHYTh

to enhance — yBeTMYUTh, YCHIINTB,
yCyTyOuTh

brethren — ycmap. codpatbs, Opatbs
to annihilate — yanuroxats,
HUCTPEOIATH

to supplant — BbDKUTH, BBITECHUTD,
3aHITH MECTO

Cute — mpUBJICKATEIbHBIN

antics — 30. majocTu

toddler — pe6eHoK, TOJIBKO
HAYMHAIOIIUN XOJIUTh

fuzzy — HeonpeIeICHHBIN, HEACHBIH
tricky — cioxHbIH

twitch — cynmopora, nogeprusanue
stutter — 3aukanue

glassy-eyed — 30. Oe3kM3HECHHBIE,
CTEKJISTHHBIE, ITyCThIC T1a3a

{0 stare — npucrajabHO CMOTPETS,
TapaluTh ria3a

to creep (people) out — 30. Hauath
BIIMSTH Ha JIFOJiel (HE3aMETHO) 10
TOTO, KaK OHW Ha4daJId OCO3HABATh BCE
IIPOUCXOISIIEE

to retain — coxpaHuTh
snicker-worthy — cmemHo

to tempt — uckymars, IpoBEPATH
SPOUSES — cynpyru

addiction — ckJIOHHOCTB

to strain — nanpsrarp

to detect — oOHapyXHUTH

to go obsolete — ycrapets, BBIATH 13
yHOTpeOIeHUs

to endure harsh environments —
TEPIIETh CYpOBBIC YCIOBHUS
OKPYXaroIIEH CpeIbl

humdrum — 6ananbHBIN

gene sequencing — reuHas
MIOCJIeIOBATEIHLHOCTD

to stage a rebellion — HauaTs
BOCCTaHHE

malfunction — c6oii, aBapuiiHbIii
peXKUM pabOThI

to complement — nomonHATEH

to tinker — mo4nMHUTH HA CKOPYIO PYKY
Insurrection — OyHT, MsITEX
preliminary — npenBapuTeIbHbIH
Incipient — 3apoxxaarommuics,
Ha4aJIbHBIN

antiaircraft — 30. 3eantHoe
YCTPOMCTBO

to make leery — BbI3BaTh MOIO3pECHMUS
assets — akTuBbI

villainous — mMep3kuii, MO LTBIH,
OTBPATUTEIIbHBIN

gizmos — 30. TYKOBUHBI

earbuds — 30. HayIHUKH

staring off into the distance — 30.
CMOTPS OTCYTCTBYIOLIUM B3IJISIZIOM
B HUKY/1a

to pipe — nuIaTh, YUPUKATH

limbs — koneunocTH, 4eHsI TEIA

t0 merge — cinuBaTbCs, COEAUHATHCS,
HOTJIONIATh






