Text A

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The Russian Federation is the largest country in the world. It occupies about
one-seventh of the earth's surface. It covers the eastern part of Europe and the
northern part of Asia. Its total area is about 17 million square kilometers. The
population of the country is about 143.3 min. people. The country is washed by 12
seas of 3 oceans: the Pacific, the Arctic and the Atlantic. In the south Russia bor-
ders on China, Mongolia, Korea, Kazakhstan, Georgia and Azerbaijan. In the west
it borders on Norway, Finland, the Baltic States, Belarus, Ukraine. It also has a sea-
border with the USA.

There is hardly a country in the world where such a variety of scenery and
vegetation can be found. We have steppes in the south, plains and forests in the
midland, tundra and taiga in the north, highlands and deserts in the east.

There are two great plains in Russia: the Great Russian Plain and the West Siberian
Lowland. There are several mountain chains on the territory of the country: the
Urals, the Caucasus, the Altai and others. The largest mountain chain, the Urals,
separates Europe from Asia.

There are over two million rivers in Russia. Europe's biggest river, the Volga,
flows into the Caspian Sea. The main Siberian rivers — the Ob, the Yenisei and the
Lena — flow from the south to the north. The Amur in the Far East flows into the
Pacific Ocean.

Russia is rich in beautiful lakes. The world's deepest lake (1,600 metres) is Lake
Baikal. It is much smaller than the Baltic Sea, but there is much more water in it than
in the Baltic Sea. The water in the lake is so clear that if you look down you can
count the stones on the bottom.

Russia has one-sixth of the world's forests. They are concentrated in the
European north of the country, in Siberia and in the Far East.

On the vast territory of the country there are various types of climate, from arctic
in the north to subtropical in the south. In the middle of the country the climate is
temperate and continental.

Russia is very rich in oil, coal, iron ore, natural gas, copper, nickel and other
mineral resources.

The capital of Russia is Moscow. It is its largest political, scientific, cultural and
industrial centre. It is one of the oldest Russian cities.

The national symbols of the Russian Federation are a white-blue-red banner
and a double-headed eagle.

The Russian Federation is a presidential republic headed by the President. The
country government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial.
The President controls only the executive branch — the government, but not the
Supreme Court and Federal Assembly.

The legislative power belongs to the Federal Assembly comprising two
chambers: the Council of Federation (upper Chamber) and the State Duma
(lower Chamber). Each chamber is headed by the Speaker. The executive power



belongs to the government (the Cabinet of Ministers) headed by the Prime
Minister. The judicial power belongs to the system of Courts comprising the
Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and federal courts.

Our country has a multiparty system. The largest and most influential political
parties are the «United Russia», the Communist party, «The Patriots of Russiay,
«The Justice Russia», «The Apple», Liberal-Democratic and some others.

The foreign policy of the Russian Federation is that of international
cooperation, peace and friendship with all nations irrespective of their political and
social systems.

But in spite of the problems Russia is facing at present, there are a lot of
opportunities for this country to become one of the leading countries in the
world. I'm sure that we, the younger generation, can do very much to make
Russia as strong and powerful as it used to be.

Names

the Russian Federation - Poccuiickas
Oenepanus

Europe - Epona

Asia - A3us

the Pacific Ocean - Tuxuii okean
the Arctic Ocean - CeBepHbiii Jle-
JIOBUTBIN OKE€aH

the Atlantic Ocean - AtnanTuyeckuii
OKeaH

China - Kurait

Mongolia - Mouromus

Korea - Kopes

Kazakhstan - Kazaxcran

Georgia - ['py3ust

Azerbaijan - Azepb6aiimkan
Norway - Hopserus

Finland - ®unansaaaus

the Baltic States - [Ipubantuiickue
rocyJapcTBa

Belarus - benapycs
Ukraine - Ykpaunna

the Great Russian Plain - Pycckas
(Bocrouno-EBporneiickas) paBHUHA

the West Siberian Lowland - 3aman-
HO-CI/I6I/IpCKa}I HU3MCHHOCTbDH

the Urals - Ypanbckue ropbl

the Caucasus - Kaska3

the Altai - Anrait

the Volga - Bosra

the Caspian Sea - Kacnmiickoe Mope
the Yenisei - Enuceii

the Amur - Amyp

Lake Baikal - o3epo baiikain

the Baltic Sea - banTuiickoe Mmope
Siberia - Cubupn

the Far East - Jlaneamii BocTox

The Ob - O6b

Vocabulary



to occupy - 3aHnuMarth
surface - mMoOBEpPXHOCTH
Eastern - BocTouHbIit
Northern - ceBepHbIii

total area - o6mas rromame
square - KkBaJIpaTHbIN

to wash - ombIBaThH

to border on - rpaamuuTS C
sea-border - mopckas rpaHuna
There is hardly a country in the world... - Expa nu Haiinetrcs ctpaHa...
variety - pasHooOpas3ue, MHOKECTBO

scenary - meizax, JanamadT

vegetation - pacTUTEIBHOCTb

steppe - crenb

plain - paBanHa

midland - cpennsis monoca

tundra - Tyazapa

taiga - raiira

highland - naropse, BeICOKOTOpHas MECTHOCTh

desert - mycThIHS

chain - memnp

to separate - pazgensaTs

to flow - Bmamarte

Siberian - cubupckwmii

to count - cuurare

bottom - xHO

to concentrate - CocpenoraunBaThCsl, KOHLEHTPUPOBATHCS
vast - oOmMpHbBIN

various - pa3iIu9HbIi

arctic - apkTHYeCKuit

subtropical - cyoTponmueckuii

temperate - ymepeHHbIN

continental - KOHTHHEHTaIBHBIH

oil - He(hTh

coal - yromn

Iron ore - »xeje3Has pyaa

copper - Meab

mineral resources - mone3HbIe UCKOTIAEMBIC
parliamentary - map;ameHTCKUi

head of state - riaBa rocymapcrtsa

legislative - 3akoHOIATETBHBIIH

POWETrS - mOJIHOMOYM S

to exercise - oCyIIeCTBISATh, BHITOTHITH

scientific - HayuHbIit



complicated - croxHBIN, 3aTTy TAHHBIH

to decrease - cHUKAThCS, MAATh

constantly - moctostHHO

the rate of inflation - yposens unIsIIN

to go bankrupt - obaHkpoTHTBCS

in spite of - HecMoTpst Ha

the younger generation - MoJi0/10¢ MOKOJICHHE

Ex1. OrBersTe HA BONPOCHLI:

Where is the Russian Federation situated?

. What is the total area of the country?

. What countries does Russia border on?

What mountain chain separates Europe from Asia?

How many rivers are there in Russia?

. Which is the longest river in Europe?

What do you know about Lake Baikal?

. Do you know what strait separates Russia from America?
. What mineral resources is the Russian Federation rich in?
10.What is the climate like in Russia?

11. What can you say about the Russian economy?

12. What great Russians do you know?

©CONOUTAWNRE

EXx.2. IlepeBeauTte HA PYyCCKHUIl A3BIK CJ10BA U CJI0BOCOYETAHUSA:

Occupy; earth’s surface; cover; border on; a variety of scenery; mountain chains;
flow into; various types of climate; subtropical; in the middle; temperate; iron ore;
natural gas; parliamentary republic; legislative powers; exercise; complicated;
decrease; rise; the rate of inflation; lose jobs; in spite of; opportunities.

Ex.3. HaiinuTte B TeKCTe AHIJIMHCKHE JKBUBAJEHTHI CJEIYIOIIUX CJOB H
BbIPAKEHUM:

Camass Oonplias TOpHash UEMb, OTHENSITh; COCPENOTAUYMBATBHCS; 3aHUMATh
MIOBEPXHOCTh;,  HECKOJIbKO  TOPHBIX  LENEH;  MHUHEPAIBHBIE  PECYPCHI;
3aKOHOAATENbHAS BJIACTD; IPOMBIIUIEHHBIM LEHTP; MPOMBIIUICHHOE IIPOU3BOICTBO
CHIYKAETCsl; BO3MOKHOCTH.

EX.4. 3akoHuNTe MpeaI0KEeHUS



1. The country is washed by ...

2. Its total area is about ...

3. The largest mountain chain, the Urals, separates ... ...
4, Russia is very rich in ...

5. Russiaisa... ...

6. The industrial production is ...

Ex.5. IlocraBbTe cieaymomme TmpelOKeHUs] B  BOINPOCHTEJIbHYIO
oTpuuAaTeJbHYI0 Gopmy:

1. The Russian Federation is the largest country in the world.
2. The country is washed by 12 seas of 3 oceans.

3. It has a sea-border with the USA.

4. There are two Great Plains in Russia.

5. Russia is a parliamentary republic.

6. The legislative powers are exercised by the Duma.

EX.6. CocTtaBbTe npea10KeHusi, MCIO0JIb3Ysl JaHHbIE CJIOBA U
CJIOBOCOYETAHNA

1. Surface; occupies; one-seventh; about; it; of the; earth’s.

2. Covers; the eastern part; Europe; of; it; and; of Asia; the northern; part.
3. The USA,; it; has; with; also; a sea-border.

4. Of the country; there are; chains; several, mountain; on the territory.

5. The Duma; by; the legislative; are; powers; exercised.

EX.7. CoOoTBeTCTBYIOT JIM JaHHbIE MPEAJI0KEHUsT COIEPKAHNIO TEKCTA:

Hu

1. The Russian Federation is situated in the western part of Europe and the

southern part of Asia.
. Its total area is about 20 million square kilometers.
. There are two Great Plains in Russia.
. There are over five million rivers in Russia.
. Europe’s biggest river, the Lena, flows into the Caspian Sea.
. Russia is a constitution monarchy.
. The head of State is the king.
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EXx.8. IlepeBeaure ciioBa B CKOOKAX:

1. The Russian Federation (3anumaet) about one-seventh of the earth’s surface.
2. The country (ombiBactcst) by 12 seas of 3 oceans.

3. There are (aBe Benukue paBHUHBI) IN Russia.

4. The largest mountain chain, the Urals, (otnenser) Europe from Asia.

5. Europe’s biggest river, the Volga, (Bnanaer) into the Caspian Sea.

6. Russia is a (nmpesuaenrtckas) republic.



EX.9. [lepeckakuTe TEKCT, HCMOJIb3YS MJIAH:

1. Geographical position.

2. A variety of scenery and vegetation.
3. Rivers and lakes in Russia.

4. Various resources.

5. Political and economic situation.



