GREAT BRITAIN

Great Britain (official name — the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland) is situated on two large islands, the largest of which is Great
Britain, the smaller is Ireland. In addition to these two islands Great Britain
includes over five hundred small islands. The total area of Great Britain is
240,000 sq. kms, its population is over 63,000,000 people.

In the north-west and west the country is washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the
Irish Sea, in the east by the North Sea. The island of Great Britain is separated
from France by the English Channel. Northern Ireland, which is a part of Great
Britain and which is situated on the island of Ireland, is separated from Great
Britain by the North Channel.

The island of Great Britain is divided into two parts: mountainous (in the north
and west of the island) and lowland (in the south and east) There are no very long
rivers in Great Britain. The most important rivers are the Thames (the deepest)
and the Severn (the longest). The rivers seldom freeze in winter. Due to the
moderating influence of the sea Great Britain has an insular climate, rather humid
and mild, without striking discrepancy between seasons.

Great Britain consists of four main parts: England, Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland. Administratively Great Britain is divided into 55 counties. The
biggest cities of Great Britain are London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool,
Manchester, Edinburgh, and Cardiff. England is the largest part of Great Britain
(it occupies over 50% of the territory and its population amounts to 83 % of the total
population of Great Britain). Wales is a peninsula in the south-west of the island of
Great Britain. It occupies about 9 % of its territory with the population of 4.8 % of
the total population. Scotland is the most northern part of Great Britain with a
territory of 32 % of the total territory and with a population of 9 % of the total
population of Great Britain. Northern Ireland occupies the north-east part of the
island of Ireland. Its territory amounts to 5.2 % of the total territory of Great
Britain. The main cities of Northern Ireland are Belfast and Londonderry.

The Welsh have their own language. However, many Welsh people do not
know Welsh, and English is spoken by everyone in Wales. Scotland and Ireland
also have their own languages, but these are rarely spoken and English is known by
everyone there.

Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy, officially the head of state is the
Queen (or the King). However, the power of the Queen in Great Britain is not
absolute. She acts only on the advice of the ministers and Parliament. There is no
written constitution in Great Britain. The main principles of British legislation are
expressed in other documents, like "Magna Charta", Habeas Corpus Act, "Bill
of Rights", the Parliamentary Act which decided the position of the House of
Lords, and the Judicature Act. British legislation does not provide written
guarantees of individual political rights.

Parliament in Great Britain has existed since 1265 and is the eldest Parliament
in the world. It consists of two Houses — the House of Lords and the House of
Commons. The House of Lords consists of 1000 peers who are not elected by the



people. The House of Commons is a nation-wide representative body which is
elected by the people at a general election, within 5 years of the last election.
After the general election the Queen appoints the head of the government — the
Prime Minister. As a rule the Prime Minister is the leader of the party that has won
the election. The Prime Minister appoints the ministers to make up the government.

There are two main political parties in Great Britain: the Conservative party
and the Labour party. The Conservative party came into being in the 19th century
as a result of the evolution of the Tory party. The Labour party was founded in
1900 but since 1906 it has borne the name of the Labour Party. The Labour Party
won the election for the first time in 1945.

Great Britain is a highly-developed industrial country. The main fields of
British industry are machine-building, ship-building, metallurgy, and electronics.

Names

The British Isles BpuraHckue octpoBa

I'. Onunbypr (ctonuna loTnanaumy,
Edinburgh KPYIHBIN KyJIbTYpPHBINA LIEHTP)

I'. Kapnudd (cromuna Yaneca,
KPYITHBIM ITPOMBILUICHHBIA HEHTP U

Cardiff opT)

I'. beadacr (cronuna CeBepHoit
WNpnanauu, KpynHbBINA TPOMBILLICHHBINA
Belfast HICHTP)

AHITIMHACKUN KaHal (MPUHSTOE B
BenukoOputanuu Ha3BaHKE MPOJIUBA

The English Channel
The House of Lords
The House of Commons

total area - o6mias mromans
population - HacencHue
separate - oTaeNATh, pa3aeisaTh
divide - pa3nensTh

due to - 6maromaps
mountainous - ropuCThIi
lowland - au3mMeHHOCTE
seldom - penxko

Jla-Mann)
[Tanara nopoB

[Taara oOmmH

Vocabulary



influence - BausHUE

insular - ocrpoBHOM

striking - mopasuTenbHBIN, YIUBUTCIBHBIN, PE3KHIA
discrepancy - mepermassl, pa3HUIa

peninsula - moyoctpoB

act - meficTBOBATS, 3/1. IPABUTH

exist - cymecTBoBaTh

appoint - Ha3Ha4aTh

bear (bore,borne) - monyuats

Ex.1. OTBeThTE HA BONIPOCHI:

What is the total area of Great Britain?
What is its population?

Where is Great Britain situated?

What are the main parts of Great Britain?
How many islands is Great Britain situated on?
Which is the largest island?

Are there long rivers in Great Britain?

Why is climate humid and mild?

What are the biggest cities of Great Britain?
10.When was the British constitution adopted?
11.Who is the head of state in Great Britain?
12.What are the Houses of Parliament?
13.What are the main fields of British industry?
14.What is the official name of Great Britain?

© 0N Ok WD

EX.2. IlepeBenure cieayromme cJ10Ba U BbIPAKEHUS:

Coeaunennoe koposieBcTBO  BenukoOputanun u  CeBepHoit  Upnanauu;
BpuTtaHckue ocTpoBa; 4eThbpe OCHOBHBIE YaCTH; OUIIMAIbHOE HA3BaHUE
rocynapcTBa; Ogarogapss yMEpPEHHOMY BIIMSHHUIO; OCTPOBHOM KJIMMAT; 0€3 pe3KUX
nepenaaoB; rpadcTBO; HACENEHUE HACUMTHIBAET; MAPIIAMEHTCKAas MOHAPXUS;
bputanckoe  3aKOHOJATENbCTBO;  MPEACTABUTEIbCKUA  OpraH;  Ha3HayaTh
MUHHUCTPOB; TJIABHBIE OJIUTUYECKUE MTAPTHUH; OCHOBHBIE OTPACIH
IIPOMBIIIIEHHOCTH.



EX.3. 3anoanuTe MPOIMYCKH NOAXO0AsIIINMHA IO CMBICJTY CJI0BAMU, HCITOJIb3YH
TEKCT:

. The rivers seldom ... in winter.

... the moderating influence of the sea Great Britain has an ... climate.
Great Britain 1s divided into 55 ... .

Wales is a ... in the south-west of the island of Great Britain.

The Welsh have their own ... .

Great Britainisa ... ... .

There 1s no written ... in Great Britain.

O N o gk Wb

Great Britain is a ... industrial country.

EX.4. 3akoHunTe nMpea10oKeHNs NOAXOAAIMMH (ppa3aMM U3 NPaABOHl KOJOHKH:

W N e

N o g bk

1.The United Kingdom of Great a)...England, Scotland, Wales and
Britain and Northern Ireland ... Northern Ireland.

2.The island of Great Britain is b) ... the Atlantic Ocean, the Irish Sea
divided into two parts ... and the North sea.

3.Great Britain consists of four main  ¢) ... is situated on two large islands.
parts...

4.The country is washed by ... d) ... mountainous and lowland.

5.The main fields of industry are ...  e) ...63,000,000 people.
6.The population of Great Britainis  f) ... machine building, ship building,

metallurgy.

EX.5. BcraBbTe nponynieHHble NPeIJ0TrH, APTUKIH UM MECTOMMEHUS

... the north-west and west ...country is washed ... the Atlantic Ocean.

... 1sland...Great Britain is separated ... France... the English Channel.
. Due ... ... moderating influence ... the sea Great Britain has ... insular

climate.

Great Britain consists ... four main parts.

Great Britain is ... parliamentary monarchy.

The Queen acts only ... ... advice ... ... ministers and Parliament.

The Labour Party won the election ... the first time ... 1945.



8. Parliament consists ... ... Houses - the House ... Lords and the House ...

Commons.

EX.6. [lon0epuTte cooTBETCTBYIOIIIME 3HAYEHUS:

1. to be washed a. Yoambe

2. British Isles b. CeBepnas Mpmanust

3. mountains C. cTonuma

4. climate d. ompIBaTHCS

5. Northern Ireland e. bpuranckue octpoBa

6. Wales f. ropst

7. capital g. KJIIMaT

8. shipbuilding h.MoHapxwst

9. island state I. KpecT

10.Atlantic Ocean J. BIIaCTh

11.European continent K. 3aman

12.monarchy |. eBpomeiickuii KOHTUHEHT
13.power M. KopabJaecTpoeHue
14.cross N. CaMOJIETOCTPOEHHUE
15.west 0. OCTPOBHOE TOCYJapPCTBO
16.aircraft p. ATIAaHTHYECKUH OKeaH
17.1Irish sea g. Upnanmackoe mope

EX.7.C0o0TBeTCTBYIOT JIM JaHHbIE MPEAJI0KEHUS COEPKAHUIO TEKCTA:

. In the west the country is washed by the North Sea.

. The island of Great Britain is divided into 6 parts.

. Administratively Great Britain is divided into 60 counties.

. Great Britain has an insular climate.

. Ireland is the largest part of Great Britain.

. Great Britain is a parliamentary republic.

. The power of the Queen in Great Britain is absolute.

. Officially the head of state is the Queen (or the king).

. The written constitution was adopted in the 17 century.

10. Parliament in Great Britain has existed since 1265 and is the eldest
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Parliament in the world.

EX.8. CocTraBbTe npeasioxeHns, NCMOJIb3ysl JaHHbIE BbIPAKEHUS

To be situated on; in addition to; the total area of; population; to be separated from;
to be divided into; due to; insular climate; consist of; language; parliamentary
monarchy; the powers; absolute; legislation; representative body; political party;

is founded; industrial country.

Ex.9. [lepeBeauTe cjioBa B CKOOKaX:

. Great Britain (maxomautcs) on two large islands.
. The island of Great Britain (zexuTcs) into two parts: mountainous and

lowland.

3. The island of Great Britain (otmensercs) from France by the English Channel.
4. Great Britain (coctouT) of four main parts: England, Scotland, Wales and
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Northern Ireland.

. English is not the only language which people (ucnons3yror) in the UK.
. The flag of the UK (cocrowut) of three crosses.

. The climate of the country is (BmaxHbIii ¥ MSTKHIA).

. Great Britain is a (Beicoxopa3suTas) industrial country.

. Great Britain is a (mapiamMeHTapHasi MOHAPXUS).

10. The Labour party (6su1a ocHoBana) in 1900.

Ex.10. Ilepecka:kure TEKCT, HCMOJIb3YS MJIAH:

1.

S e

Geographical position of Great Britain and the main parts it consists of.
Language the English people use.

Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy.

Parliament.

Political parties.

Industries of the UK,



