Text C Other causes of Forest Death

It has turned out that forest death never actually affected more than 0.5
percent of the overall European forest area. It also turns out that the substantial
local forest death in Bavaria, Poland and the Czech Republic was due not to acid

rain but to local pollution. Localized pollution has been regulated locally, unlike
acid rain which crosses national boundaries. SO» emissions have been reduced 30

percent in Germany and 50 percent in both Poland and the Czech Republic. Local
SO, concentrations decreased 50-70 percent over just seven years from 1989.

The growth of European forest has not been reduced, as the theories about
acid rain had predicted. “During the past few decades, forest growth has strongly
increased over large parts of Europe”, concludes a Dutch study. Since the 1950s
trees have begun to grow faster and faster. It is due to the fact that part of the trees
fertilization requirement is provided for by nitrogen pollution.

Large-scale reports are prepared now about the health of various species of
trees in Europe. The proportion of trees with heavy foliage loss and the proportion
of discolored trees is measured. This proportion grew dramatically from the first
reports in 1983 and led to panic. However, this was due to a change in the method
of calculation.

Today, the proportion of trees showing heavy foliage loss is over 25 percent.
Many people claim that our forests are in a bad state. According to frequently
advanced theory, the pollution does not directly cause damage to the trees, but it
weakens the trees’ resistance, making them more susceptible to insect attack, frost
and drought. The effect of this pollution can be indirect and delayed. However,
there is very little or no correlation between the polluted areas and the forest death.

The European Environment Agency concludes that “a causal connection
cannot... be established between an input of acid deposition... and observed
foliage reduction». The monitoring results show an increasing defoliation, but it
may be due to the aging of the monitored tree stands.

German scientist has analyzed photographs of forest areas taken 30-60
years ago and found that the proportion of damaged trees was the same. Foliage
loss is a non-specific expression that applies to numerous specific, familiar
diseases.
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JJCCOHACAXKACHUC

Susceptible BocnpunMuuseiii | TO urge [ToxcreruBats,
To weaken Ocnabnsthb MOJTOHSTh
EXECISE 1

HalimuTte  SKBUBaJNEHTHI:  KOHTPOJUPYEMbIH HAa  MECTHOM  YPOBHE,
JIOKAJIN30BaHHOE 3arps3HEHUE, HE HWMETb HHUYEro OOIIero, 3HAYUTEIBHO
YBEIMYUTHCS, OBITh OOECIIEYEHHBIM 33 CUET, BCEOOBEMITIONIUN TOKIIa/d, COTIacHO
OJIHOM YacTO BBIJBUTAEMBIM TEOPUH, UICTUHHOCTb JAHHOW TEOPUU HE TaK JIETKO
YCTaHOBUThH, YaCTO BBIIBUTAEMbIE TPETEH3UH, Ka3aThCsl TOPA3ZUTEIbHBIM.

EXECISE 2

CJIGIIy}OHlI/IG Ha3BaHUA a63aueB TCKCTa paCCTABbTC B IIPABUIIBHOM ITOPAAKEC!:
e Foliage loss is normal process.
e The trees continue to grow.
e The theory of acid rain damage.
e The panic reports.
e The natural death of forests.

EXECISE 3

JloGaBpTe TIO OJHOMY TPENJIOKEHHIO K KaXaoMmy al3aily TeKcTa B

COOTBCTCTBHH C COACPIKAHUCM:

e The new methods show new results.

e Why do we consider these phenomena together?

e SO emissions have been reduced 34 percent in Bavaria.

e No more special fertilization is required.

e \We carry out more detailed researches.

e This natural process is not taken into account.

EXECISE 4

CocraBbTe MMPCIONKCHUA CO CIICAYIOIUMHU BBIPAKCHUAMMU.
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