Text B Forest Death

In the late seventies and early eighties, areas of central Europe were
observed to be suffering extreme forest death. The hardest hit areas in Bavaria had
up to 40 percent sick and dying trees. A group of German scientists predicted that
Europe’s forests were threatened by acid rain and 10 percent of all trees were at
risk. Despite fierce criticism from other scientists, the images of the sick and dying
trees reached all round the world, sowing anxiety both in other European countries
and in the US.

The fear of and assertions about acid rain led to numerous scientific
investigations. The official American acid rain project, the National Acid
Precipitation Assessment Program (NAPAP), became the world’s biggest, longest
and most expensive; it spanned most of a decade, involved about 700 scientists,
and cost half a billion dollars. A whole series of questions were looked into in
order to expose links between acid rain and forests, lakes and buildings.

We examine the results of one of NAPAP’s long-term controlled
experiments, in which seedlings from three species of trees were exposed to
various concentrations of acid rain over a period of almost three years. The trees
were cultivated in relatively poor soil in order to maximize any negative effects of
the acid rain. No acid rain effect was detected on any of the three species of tree.
Even with precipitation almost ten times as acidic as the average acid rain in the
eastern US (pH 4.2) the trees grew just as fast. In fact many of the NAPAP’s
studies showed that trees exposed to moderate acid rail grew faster. Some even
longer controlled experiments were carried out in Norway, and here too the
conclusion was that the predicted negative effects of acid rain “could nor be
demonstrated.” For this reason NAPAP’s conclusion was that “the vast majority of
forests in the U.S. and Canada are not effected by decline... Moreover there is no
case of forest decline in which acidic deposition is known to he a predominant
cause.”

VOCABULARY::
Hit W3BecTHbIN To detect OO6HapyX1BaTh
To predict [Ipencka3niBaTh Precipitation Brinanenue

OCaJIKOB

Fierce XKecTkuit, MOTHIHI Moderate YMepeHHbIH




criticism Kputnka Seedling Caxenell

To sow Cestb Decline Vnanok, ru0ein

Assertion YTBepKaCHNUC Deposition Ocanok

To span Jlnuthbcs, Predominant [Ipeobmagaronuii
IPOCTUPATHCS

To expose [TonBeprathb Vast majority [TonaBinsromee
BO3JIEHCTBHIO OOJBIIMHCTBO

EXECISE 1

Pacckaxxure 06 sxonorumyeckoir mporpamme NAPAP. Kto npuHuman B Hei
yuactue? Ha kakoit mepuoj BpemMeHU oHa Obuia paccuutana? Kakue neHexHbie
cpelcTBa ObUIM 3aTpadyeHbl Ha ee peanuzanuio? [IpoBOIUINCH IKCTIEPUMEHTHI TI0
U3YYCHUIO BpeIHOro BozaeicTBus dyero? KakoBa Oblia WX MPOJOJKUTEIBLHOCTH?
[IpoBoiuIoCh U3yueHUE BO3ICUCTBHS OCAIKOB KAaKOH KOHIIEHTPAIIH?

EXECISE 2

OtBeThTe Ha cienyronue Borpochkl: 1. Korga omacHOCTh KUCIOTHBIX JTOXKIEH
cTajla BOCIIPUHUMATBCSI KaK MEPBOCTENEHHAs yrpo3a jecam? 3. B kakux crpaHax
MMPOBOAWJINCH MCCIICIOBAHUS 10 HM3YYCHUIO BPEIHOTO BO3JECHCTBHUS KHUCJIOTHBIX
noxaen? 4. BeickaXuTe CBOIO TOUYKY 3pEHHUS O BO3ACHCTBUU KUCIOTHBIX JTOXKJIEH
Ha Jieca, UCIOIb3ys (PaKThl U3 TEKCTA.

EXECISE 3

Haiinute 3KBUBaJIEHTHI: YMEPEHHBIN KUCIOTHBIM J0XAb, B Hayasie 70-X rogos,
MOJIBEPTaThCs PUCKY, HET HU OJTHOTO ClTydasi, ObITh OCHOBHOM NMPUYMHOM, B KOHIIE
60-x ro10B, IPOI0JKATECA 00JIee OHOTO JECATUIICTHS, CEIOIINI CTpax.

EXECISE 4

CocraBbTe (Ppa3bl, COOTBETCTBYIOIIHNE COACPKAHUIO TEKCTA!

1. The National Acid the world’s biggest, longest and most expensive.

Precipitation ~ Assessment | the world’s smallest, shortest and cheapest.

Program (NAPAP) became | the world’s biggest and cheapest.

2. The National Acid Precipitation Assessment | most of a decade.

Program (NAPAP) spanned most of the century.




most of the month.

3. The National Acid | involved about 700 scientists and cost one thousand
Precipitation dollars.
Assessment Program | involved about 700 scientists and cost half a billion
(NAPAP) dollars.
involved about 100 scientists and cost half a billion
dollars.
4, The trees were | poor soil in order to maximize any
cultivated in relatively rich soil negative effects of the
average soil acid rain.
5. The seedlings from | of trees were exposed to various
three species of animals concentrations of acid rain over a
of flowers period of almost three years.

EXECISE 5

CornacHsbl JIM BbI C KpaTKHUMHU BbIBOJAMH I10 COACPKAHUIO ITPCABLAYIICTO

TCKCTAa.

e Unfortunately, the myth of forests killed by acid rains lives in many

places.

e |t is stated quite casually how personal health problems are turning

into public environment issues.

e It is simple to write * Sulfur in the atmosphere produces acid rain.
Acid rain kills forests. But not borne out by the evidence’.




